Otium

Section 1

Lines 1-10: Catullus and Calvus Compose Poetry

Catullus, Carmen 50

Grammar Key

() Subject () Object () Verb [ ] Genitive [ ] Dative
(] Ablative () Preposition [ ) Conjunction [ ] Adverb (] Vocative
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The Playful Afternoon (Lines 1-3)

1

hesterno,” Licini,* die" otios1®

2 multum® lusimus* in® meis? tabells,®

3 ut® convenerat esse" delicatos;"

Vocabulary

1

hesternus, -a, -um yesterday's, of yesterday
Licinius, -1 (m.) Licinius Calvus (poet)

dies, dier (m./f.) day

otiosus, -a, -um at leisure, idle

multum (adv.) much, greatly

liido, ludere, liist, liisum to play, sport, compose
tabella, -ae (f.) writing tablet

convenio, -ire, -véni to agree, be fitting
delicatus, -a, -um refined, playful, charming



Style Notes: Lines 1-3

1. Temporal Framing — hesterno...

Line 1

hesterno... dié otiost

2. Vocative Address — Licini
Line 1

hesterno, Licini, dié...

3. Key Theme — otios1
Line 1

...die otiost

4. Ludic Vocabulary — lasimus
Line 2

multum lisimus in meis tabellis

5. Metonymy — tabellis
Line 2

...In meis tabellis

6. Neoteric Term — delicatos
Line 3
ut convenerat esse délicatos

die



Composing Verses (Lines 4-6)

4 scribens® versiculos* uterque' nostrum?®

5 ludebat® numero® modo® hoc’ modo?® illoc,*

6 reddens" mutua® per* iocum™ atque*® vinum.'

Vocabulary

4 scribo, scribere, scripst to write 6 reddo, reddere, reddidi to give back, return, exchange
versiculus, -1 (m.) little verse (diminutive) mittuus, -a, -um mutual, reciprocal
uterque, utraque, utrumque each of two, both iocus, -1 (m.) joke, jest, fun

5 numerus, -1 (m.) number, metre, rhythm vinum, -1 (n.) wine

modo... modo now... now, sometimes... sometimes



Style Notes: Lines 4-6

7. Diminutive — versiculos
Line 4
scribens versiculos uterque nostrum

8. Anaphora — modo... modo
Line 5
ludebat numero modo hoc modo illoc

9. Hendiadys — per iocum atque vinum
Line 6
reddens mttua per iocum atque vinum




Catullus Leaves, Inflamed (Lines 7-8)

7 atque' illinc® abii* tuo® lepore®

8 incensus,* Licini,® facetils® -que,”

Vocabulary
7 atque (conj.) and, and indeed lepor, leporis (m.) charm, wit, grace
illinc (adv.) from there, thence 8 incendo, -ere, incendi to set on fire, inflame

abeo, abire, abit to go away, depart Jacetiae, -arum (f.pl.) wit, cleverness, humour



Style Notes: Lines 7-8

10. Neoteric Term — lepore
Line 7
...abti tuo lepore

11. Erotic Metaphor — incensus
Line 8
incensus, Licini, facetiisque

12. Neoteric Term — facetiis
Line 8
...Licini, facetiisque




The Effects of Passion (Lines 9-10)

11

9 ut* nec" me* miserum® cibus** iuvaret'

10 pec'® somnus’ tegeret'® quiete*® ocellos..."

Vocabulary

9 ut (conj.) so that, with the result that 10 somnus, -1 (m.) sleep
nec (conj.) and not, nor tego, tegere, texi, tectum to cover, conceal
miser, misera, miserum wretched, miserable quies, quietis (f.) rest, quiet, sleep
cibus, -1 (m.) food ocellus, -1 (m.) little eye (diminutive)

iuvo, iuvare, vt to help, please, delight



Style Notes: Lines 9-10

13. Dramatic Self-Pity — miserum
Line 9
...nec meé miserum cibus tuvaret

14. Diminutive — ocellos
Line 10

...quiete ocellos

15. Chiasmus — nec... nec clauses
Lines 9-10
ut nec... cibus iuvaret // nec somnus tegeret... ocellos
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